
Science Adventure School
Guardian Info Session



What is SAS?
Science Adventure School is an 
overnight outdoor STEM orientation 
program just for WV sixth graders. 
We help students adjust to a new 
school and classmates, get to know a 
teacher in their school, and be 
inspired to learn and grow.

Our curriculum
Science Behind the Sport
Environmental Education
Positive Youth 
Development

Let’s see what a day at SAS looks like…



A Day in the Life at SAS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Students at SAS, depending on the location will sleep in tents, yurts, or cabins. Students are put in small groups of 14-16 with one teacher from your school. That  cohort sticks together for their entire experience at SAS to form close and meaningful bonds with one another. 



A Day in the Life at SAS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Students will get to experience a variety of environmental education lessons that will help them understand the natural world around them. More importantly to us, however, the curriculum is designed inspire inquiry and build a habit of thinking deeply, asking questions, and getting excited about learning! 



A Day in the Life at SAS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our Science Behind the Sport curriculum is designed for students to get hands on with physical sciences. As an example, in archery, you may learn about the block and tackle system that makes a compound bow work. After that, you would get to put that knowledge to use on the archery range by shooting a bow and arrow. Another example is that you will get an anatomy lesson during climbing that helps you become a better climber. The idea is that you learn some interesting hands-on material, and immediately put that knowledge to use! 



A Day in the Life at SAS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We also spend a lot of time developing a positive culture in the small groups through team building activities and discussions. Discussions are designed to not just bring the group closer together but to provide students an opportunity to reflect and learn skills they can bring back with them to school (and life!). 



A Day in the Life at SAS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Last, in adventure programming, a key piece is to provide a peak experience. At some locations, students have the option to participate in ziplining as their peak experience, and at other locations, it might be an epic series of team “ SAS Olympics” activities, an exciting canoeing adventure, or a number of other ULTIMATE experiences. Regardless of the activity or location, the idea is that students get to undergo one final feat as a team before heading back to school.



Sample Schedule



Challenge By Choice
Your child will never be 

forced to do something that 
they find scary or too 
uncomfortable.
We will encourage them to 

try but will always find a level 
of challenge that feels good 
to them.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At SAS, we celebrate the each students’ freedom and ability to choose what is right for them. We will still ask that they participate by cheering for teammates or helping solve problems, but they get to choose their level of involvement. 



Cost
SAS is FREE to all public-

school students (your county 
pays $74 per student).

Private/homeschool 
students will vary based on 
the school. We still ask for 
$74 per student. 
(The actual cost of SAS is 

$750+ per student.)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Private/homeschool students will still have to pay the $74, but some schools will pay this fee, and some places will pass that cost on to the family. Homeschool students will pay the $74 since there is no school to pay it. 



We have 4 locations
Summit Bechtel Reserve
Jackson’s Mill 4-H Camp
WVU Outdoor Education Center
Heritage Farms

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Your student’s school will choose the location and date that they will be attending SAS.



Lodging

Students will lodge with 
other students of the same 
gender.
Staff are always nearby.
All tents/yurts/cabins are 

located near a bathhouse or 
bathroom.



Food
Breakfast, lunch and dinner as well 

as 2-4 snacks per day.
We can handle almost any 

nutritional or dietary needs.
We can handle picky eaters.
Outside snacks and drinks are 

not allowed at SAS, (except when 
cleared by the nurse for medical 
reasons), because of wildlife.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We know that sending snacks is a love-language! However, please know that if you sneak that snack into your child’s bag as a surprise, it could be causing a safety issue. Please, please refrain from this. 



Student Health
All SAS staff and have, 

minimally, a First Aid/CPR 
certification.

Many have more advanced 
medical certifications.

We have camp nurse (RN) 
to oversee medical issues 
and medications.
We will call you if any issues 

arise 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We will make an effort to contact you before any OTC medication is provided, even if you give us permission to administer it. 



Medications
Medications will only be dispensed 

to your child as advised by their 
personal health plan, under the 
supervision of the nurse. 
Should your child need over-the-

counter medication it will not be 
provided without permission from 
listed guardian.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is all part of the pre-trip paperwork that you will fill out closer to the time of your student attending the program. Please take care in filling it out because we are very attentive to what you do allow or don’t allow. 



Security
Access to our sites are 

restricted to SAS staff and 
instructors, nursing and 
medical team members, and 
authorized groups.
All staff and volunteers 

undergo background checks.
We do not allow anyone else 

on-site (including parents/ 
guardians of our students).

If a parent needs access to 
pick up a student in the event 
of emergency, they will have 
to bring an ID and their 
student will be brought to 
them at the gate. 
We take student security 

seriously!



Our Staff
College graduates or 

equivalent experience.
Background checked and 

youth protection trainings
Go through a rigorous 

training process that covered 
physical and mental needs of 
youth. 
Constantly in touch with full 

time staff to solve problems.

About half are from WV and 
half are from all over the 
country/world!



Packing List
Please don’t buy things!
We have equipment which 

can be borrowed. If you do 
not have items on the list, 
please do not let that stop 
your student from joining us.
If you need to borrow an 

item let us know.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Send old things, thrifted things, borrowed things – just no new nice schools clothes or shoes. We have EVERYTHING your student needs. If for some reason we don’t, we will get it. From toiletries, warm layers, rain jackets, shoes, to backpacks or notebooks, we have what your student needs to get through a week at SAS.  



Electronics and Phone Policy
Students are not allowed to 

carry cell phones during 
regular program hours.

This also includes any other 
electronics, (i.e.- gaming 
devices, music players, iPads)

We highly encourage that 
phones be left at home!

Phones will be collected and 
secured by SAS staff.

In case of emergency:
We will contact you or a 
another designated contact. 
If you must contact your 
student please refer to the 
emergency contact number -
304-293-6669.
It will go to someone who will 
be able to get in touch with the 
Site Director.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We know that this may be the first time your student will be away from you, and we, in no way, intend to make that more difficult for you! We have a very kind, caring staff  team who are going to do everything they can to be sure students have a great experience. We also will be posting photos of your students to your schools private Flikr account so you can see your student and all the fun things they’re doing each day. We aren’t trying to keep your students from you!  If we truly feel that SAS is not a good fit your student, we will call you so that you can us work through this. We know that you know your student best! Additionally, our experience as proven that phones are likely to get lost/misplaced and broken, phones increase students’ anxiety (because they are thinking about home and what they are missing) and make homesickness worse. Spending time on their phones means they are missing our on time with their new friends and the fun things happening at SAS. There aren’t many times when kids get to experience phonelessness any more. This a great experience to give them. 



Research
Science Adventure School is 

a grant-funded program, so 
we collect data to help 
funding efforts to keep the 
program free for families.
If you and your student opt-

in, they will be asked to fill out 
a survey and might be 
interviewed.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Example survey question – “I like science” – how much do you agree with this statement.



Homesickness
Homesickness is not 

uncommon at Science 
Adventure School!
If your student feels 

homesick, a SAS staff will 
work to make them feel 
better. 
In cases of extreme 

homesickness, we will call 
you.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We also have a guide for helping families through the challenge of homesickness. We understand how challenging it can be for both guardians and students, and it is our goal to help get students to stay through the week so they can leave feeling accomplished and confident. 



What’s Next?
Your school likely already made 
a reservation for your student’s 
sixth grade class.
Please fill out the student 
interest online form (Qualtrics).
We’ll follow up with you via 
email.
Your school’s contact teacher 
will also be in touch with you. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Student Interest Form: https://wvu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bk1ZIDDlx4UH5fE



Q & A
We’re sure you have a lot of questions! 

How can we help?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please email any questions to SAS@mail.wvu.edu and one of our team will answer questions as quickly as possible! 
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